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Personal information 

Family name / First name Fascetti-Leon/Francesco  

Date of birth 02/01/1976 

Email francesco.fascettileon@unipd.it 

Tel. +39 328 3655620 

 

Education 
2001 M.D Degree in Medicine and Surgery Graduate Mark 110/110 – Padua University-Italy 

2006 Specialist in Pediatric Surgery 70/70 cum laude- Padua University-Italy 

2011 Phd -Padua University-Italy Supervisor Prof. . Anna Rosa Floreani  

 

Current position(s) 
2021 – Assistant Professor,( RTDB) – Pediatric Surgery Department- Padua University-Italy  

 

Previous position(s) 
2007-2008: Clinical Fellow, Research and clinical activity , Pediatric Surgery Department, Padua, Italy 

2009-2014: Consultant , Pediatric Surgery Department, Pavia, Italy  

2010-2012: Consultant , Pediatric Surgery Department, Bologna, Italy  

2012-2015: Clinical Fellow- Senior Registrar/Acting Consultant Paediatric Surgery Unit- Chelsea and 

Westminster Hospital-NHS Foundation Trust, London, UK 

2015-2016: Consultant , Pediatric Surgery Department, Padua Italy  

2016- Present:  Assistant Professor, Department of Pediatric Surgery, Padua, Italy  

 

 

 

Fellowships 
2012-2015: Clinical Fellow- Senior Registrar/Acting Consultant at Paediatric Surgery Unit- Chelsea and 

Westminster Hospital-NHS Foundation Trust, London 

2007-2008: Clinical Fellow, Research and clinical activity at Pediatric Surgery Department, Padova, Italy 

2006: Research Fellow at ICH Great Ormond Street Hospital – London, UK ( Supervisor Prof A. Pierro, 

Dott. P. De Coppi)  

 

 

Supervision of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows 
2005- Today :10 Medecine Students Thesis  Supervisor or co-supervisor, Padua Univeristy, Italy   

2016- Today: number 3 Supervisor Pediatric Surgery Trainees Thesis  , Padua Univeristy, Italy   

 

 

Teaching activities 
2012-2015: Small group teaching sessions, Imperial College Medical School , London, Uk 

2016 – present: Specialist training in Pediatric Surgery yearly exam board, Padua University, Italy 

2016-Today: Member of The Pediatric Surgery Teaching Board, Padua University, Italy 

2016-Today: Member of The Pediatric Teaching Board, Padua University, Italy 

2019- today : Deputy Director Pediatric Surgery training program Padua University, Italy 

2018: Tutor Elective Internship Mastricht University  

2019: Supervisor At Advanced Courrse Laparoscopy and Robotics in Pediatric Urology , Neaples , Italy 

2019: Speaker at Master Level 1 : Use of US in obstectrics practice, Padua, Italy  

2019: Speaker at REOPEN short bowel syndrome expert meeting, Padua, Italy  

2020-today: Pediatric Speaker at digestive endoscopy course for trainees, Padova 
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Organisation of scientific meetings 

(if applicable) 

Year – Name and type of event, your role, number of participants if available, Country 

 

Institutional responsibilities 
Member of The Pediatric Surgery Teaching Board, Padua University, Italy 

Member of The Pediatric Teaching Board, Padua University, Italy 

Deputy Director Pediatric Surgery training program Padua University, Italy 

Tutor Elective Internship for medical student from Mastricht University 

Member of  Research Commission - Department of Women’s and Children’s Health, University of 

Padova 

 
 

 

Commissions of trust 
Editorial Board Member:  

- Journal of Pediatric Surgery  

- ECronicon Open Access 

- Austin Pancreatic disorder 

- BioMed Research International  

- African Journal of Paediatric Surgery 

- Journal of Gastroenterology and Its Complications ( JGIC) 

- Lung India  

-Minerva Chirurgica  

 

Memberships of scientific societies 
2006- present: Registered to General Medical Council UK  

2013-present: Fully registration in the specialist registry Paediatric Surgery in  UK 

2012-present: Reviewer for international journal: Journal of Pediatric Surgery, Urology, Acta Pediatrica,, 

Case Reports in Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Member of SICP - Italian Society of Paediatric Surgery 

Member of European Paediatric Surgeons Association (EUPSA) 

Member of European Society of Paediatric Endoscopic Surgeons 

Associate Member of ARM-net: European network for Ano-rectal malformation 

eHealth Work Package coordinator for ERNICA (European Reference Network for rare disease, 

gastrointestinal disorders)  CE approved network of expert for congenital malformation of digestive tract. 

 

 

 

Research  
 

2002-2004 Project Deep venous trombosis related to CVC in pediatric patients. Padova   
  
2004-2006 Endoscopic treatment od GERD in pediatric patients, use of stemcell in digestive tract. 

Padova 
  
2005 Animal handling certificate. Homeoffcie UK.  

  

2006 “Research Fellow at ICH-Great Ormond Street Hospital- Surgery Unit- London”, Project 

“A rat model of necrotising enterocolitis”  

2007- 2009 PhD course: biology and regenerative medicine-Gastroenterology.  
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2008 Animal handling certificate course at VIMM- Padova 

2007-2008 Cooperation with  il Stem cell processing Lab-VIMM  e Gene Transfer Lab at the 

Institute of Biology –University of Padova. (skeletal and myocardial muscle regeneration).   

  

2008-2009 Cooperation with   Bone Marrow Transplant Lab -IRCCS Policlinico San Matteo di 

Pavia (Immuno-modulation properties of Amniotic Fluid Stem Cells); Human physiology dept, 

University of Pavia   (Differentiation and functional study 

of neuroenteric precursors: bases for stem cell therapy 

of Hirscsprung disease and allied disorders )  

  

2012-2013 project PI: Combination of clinical scoring system and Ultrasound for 

the diagnosis of paediatric appendicitis C&W Hospital NHS foundation trust- Imperial College 

London  

  

2012-2015 Cooperation with Imperial College-London . Simulation for surgical training pediatric 

robotic surgery.   

  

2015-present ARMnet member for research projects 

  

2015  SIVItaly member for research project working group (national study on 

Undiscended testis e VLS), guidelines working group 

2016-present 

 ERNICA guideline participation 

 Member of  “ERNICA expert group for Hirschsprung disease”,  

 Cooperation with multicener research group  (Roma-Sapienza, Chemical Fundamentals of 

Technologies at the Università Campus Bio-Medico di Roma, dpt Biologia Padova) muscle 

precursors and sphincter regeneration   

 Local responsible for (Università di Padova)  EUPSA registry on esophageal atresia   

 Scientific commission member for Biliary Atresia Italian Network  

  

 

 

Surgical skills 

 

 Neonatal mininvasive surgery (esophageal atresia, diaphragmatic hernia, duodenal atresia) 

 Robotic surgery (PUJ, GERD, Kidney and Pancreatic tumours, IBD 

Endoscopy diagnostic and operative 

Laparoscopy, Thoracoscopy (all range procedures) 

 

 

 

Publications  

 
  
1: Fascetti Leon F, Gasparella M, Gamba PG. [Antireflux surgery in neurologically impaired 
children]. Pediatr Med Chir. 2005 Jan-Apr;27(1-2):75-80. IF 0.42  
  
2: Luzzatto C, Lo Piccolo R, Fascetti Leon F, Zanon GF, Toffolutti T, Tregnaghi  A. Further experience with 
OK-432 for lymphangiomas. Pediatr Surg Int. 2005 Dec;21(12):969-72. IF 1.397  
  
3: Fascetti-Leon F, Malerba A, Boldrin L, Leone E, Betalli P, Pasut A, Zanon GF, Gamba PG, Vitiello L, De 
Coppi P. Murine muscle precursor cells survived and integrated in a cryoinjured gastroesophageal 
junction. J Surg Res. 2007 Dec;143(2):253-9. IF 1.872  
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4: Zani A, Eaton S, Fascetti Leon F, Malerba A, Hall NJ, De Coppi P, Smith VV, Pierro A.  Captopril reduces 
the severity of bowel damage in a neonatal rat model of necrotizing enterocolitis. 
J Pediatr Surg. 2008 Feb;43(2):308-14 IF 2.092  
  
5: Gobbi D, Fascetti Leon F, Tregnaghi A, Gamba PG, Midrio P. Early prenatal diagnosis of cloacal 
exstrophy with fetal magnetic resonance imaging. Fetal Diagn Ther. 2008;24(4):437-9. IF 2.04  
  
6: Gamba P, Midrio P, Betalli P, Snijders D, Fascetti Leon F. Video-assisted thoracoscopy in 
compromised pediatric patients. J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2010 Feb;20(1):69-71 IF 1.322  
  
7: Ghionzoli M, Cananzi M, Zani A, Rossi CA, Fascetti Leon F, Pierro A, Eaton S, De Coppi P. Amniotic 
fluid stem cell migration after intraperitoneal injection in pup rats: implication for 
therapy. Pediatr Surg Int. 2010 Jan;26(1):79-84. IF 1.397  
  
8: Fascetti-Leon F, Gobbi D, Gamba P, Cecchetto G. Neonatal bilateral spigelian hernia associated with 
undescended testes and scalp aplasia cutis. Eur J Pediatr  Surg. 2010 Mar;20(2):123-5. IF 1.149  
  
9: Pozzobon M, Bollini S, Iop L, De Gaspari P, Chiavegato A, Rossi CA, Giuliani S, Fascetti Leon 
F, Elvassore N, Sartore S, De Coppi P. Human bone marrow-derived CD133(+) cells delivered to a collagen 
patch on cryoinjured rat heart promote angiogenesis and arteriogenesis. Cell Transplant. 2010;19(10):1247-
60. IF 3.477  
   
10: Gobbi D, Fascetti Leon F, Gasparella P, Gamba P, Betalli P. Conservative 
treatment of  spontaneous biliary perforation. Pediatr Int. 2011 Aug;53(4):594-5. IF 0.939  
  
11: Fascetti-Leon F, Gamba P, Dall'Oglio L, Pane A, dé Angelis GL, Bizzarri B, Fava G, Maestri L, Cheli M, 
Di Nardo G, La Riccia A, Marrello S, Gandullia P, Romano C, D'Antiga L, Betalli P. Complications of 
percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy in children: results of an Italian multicenter observational study. Dig 
Liver Dis. 2012 Aug;44(8):655-9. IF 3.03  
  
12: Gobbi D, Billi P, Fascetti Leon F, Alvisi P, Lambertini A, Lima M. Pneumatic pyloric dilatation for the 
treatment of gastric outlet obstruction in a child. Pediatr Int. 2013 Jun;55(3):382-5 IF 0.939  
  
13: Fascetti-Leon F, Gobbi D, Pavia SV, Aquino A, Ruggeri G, Gregori G, Lima M. Sparing-lung surgery for 
the treatment of congenital lung malformations. J Pediatr Surg. 2013 Jul;48(7):1476-80.  IF 2.092  
  
14: Gobbi D, Fascetti Leon F, Aquino A, Melchionda F, Lima M. Metachronous bilateral ovarian teratoma: a 
germ-line familial disorder and review of surgical management options. 
J Pediatr Adolesc Gynecol. 2013 Oct;26(5):e105-7. IF 2.298  
  
15: Zani A, Cananzi M, Lauriti G, Fascetti-Leon F, Wells J, Siow B, Lythgoe MF, Pierro A, Eaton S, De 
Coppi P. Amniotic fluid stem cells prevent development of ascites in a neonatal rat model of necrotizing 
enterocolitis. Eur J Pediatr Surg. 2014 Feb;24(1):57-60. IF 2.092  
  
16: Zani A, Cananzi M, Fascetti-Leon F, Lauriti G, Smith VV, Bollini S, Ghionzoli  M, D'Arrigo A, Pozzobon 
M, Piccoli M, Hicks A, Wells J, Siow B, Sebire NJ, Bishop C, Leon A, Atala A, Lythgoe MF, Pierro A, Eaton 
S, De Coppi P. Amniotic fluid stem cells improve survival and enhance repair of damaged intestine in 
necrotising enterocolitis via a COX-2 dependent mechanism. Gut. 2014 Feb;63(2):300-9. IF 17.94  
  

17: Fanjul M, Samuk I, Bagolan P, Leva E, Sloots C, Giné C, Aminoff D, Midrio P; ARM-

Net Consortium(Dalia Aminoff, Piero Bagolan, Barbara Iacobelli, Paul Broens, Stefan Deluggi, Johanna Ludwiczek, Maria 

Fanjul, Francesco Fascetti-Leon, Piergiorgio Gamba, Carlos Giné, Stefano Giuliani, Jan Goseman, Martin Lacher, Sabine Grasshoff-
Derr, Stefan Holland-Cunz, Ernesto Leva, Anna Morandi, Gabriele Lisi, Omid Madadi-Sanjan, Igor Makedonsky, Carlo Marcelis, Paola 
Midrio, Onur Ozen, Alessio PiniPrato, Carlos Reck-Burneo, Heiko Reutter, Stephan Rohleder, Inbal Samuk, Eberhard Schmiedeke, Pim 

Sloots, Herjan van der Steeg, Pernilla Stenström, Holger Till, Patrick Volk, and Tomas Wester). Tethered cord in patients 
affected by anorectal malformations: a survey from the ARM-Net 
Consortium. Pediatr Surg Int. 2017 Aug;33(8):849-854. IF 0.939  
 
18: Fascetti-Leon F, Scotton G, Pio L, Beltrà R, Caione P, Esposito C, Mattioli G, Saxena AK, Sarnacki 
S, Gamba P. Minimally invasive resection of adrenal masses in infants and children: results of a European 
multi-center survey. Surg Endosc. 2017 Jun 22. doi: 10.1007/s00464-017-5689-4 IF 3.209  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Aminoff%20D%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=31278477%22%20/t%20%22_blank
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19: Fascetti-Leon F, El Agami H, Gobbi D, Clarke S, Haddad M, Choudhry M. Feeding Jejunostomy: Is It a 
Safe Route in Pediatric Patients? Single Institution Experience. Eur J Pediatr Surg. 2017 May 23. doi: 
10.1055/s-0037-1603526 IF 1.148  
 
20: Francesco Fascetti-Leon, William Sherwood. Neonatal appendicitis and incarcerated inguinal hernia: 
Case report and review of the literature. JIAPS October-December 2017, 22 (4) p.248-
250. DOI:10.4103/jiaps.JIAPS_226_16    
 
21: Francesco Fascetti-Leon, Francesca Grandi, Maria Elena Cavicchiolo, Giovanna Verlato. Urokinase 
thrombolysis as a rescue treatment for midgut volvulus ischemia. Journal of Pediatric Surgery Case Reports  
23(C) · May 2017 DOI: 10.1016/j.epsc.2017.05.017  
 
22: Chiarenza SF, Bleve C, Esposito C, Escolino M, Beretta F, Cheli M, Di Benedetto V, Scuderi 
MG, Casadio G, Marzaro M, Fascetti Leon F, Bagolan P, Vella C, Conighi ML, Codric D, Nappo 
S, Caione P. Guidelines of the Italian Society of Videosurgery in Infancy for the minimally invasive treatment 
of pediatric nephrectomy and partial nephrectomy. Pediatr Med Chir. 2017 Oct 4;39(3):175. doi: 
10.4081/pmc.2017.175. IF 0.42  
 
23: Chiarenza SF, Bleve C, Esposito C, Escolino M, Beretta F, Cheli M, Di Benedetto V, Scuderi MG, 
Casadio G, Marzaro M, Fascetti Leon F, Bagolan P, Vella C, Conighi ML, Codric D, Nappo S, Caione 
P.  Guidelines of the Italian Society of Videosurgery in Infancy for the minimally invasive treatment of the 
ureteropelvic-junction obstruction. Pediatr Med Chir. 2017 Oct 4;39(3):174. doi: 10.4081/pmc.2017.174. IF 
0.42  
 
24: Chiarenza SF, Conighi ML, Conforti A, Esposito C, Escolino M, Beretta F, Cheli M, Di Benedetto V, 
Scuderi  
MG, Casadio G, Marzaro M, Fascetti Leon F, Vella C, Bleve C, Codric D, Caione P, Bagolan P. Guidelines 
of the Italian Society of Videosurgery in Infancy for the minimally invasive treatment of the esophageal 
atresia. Pediatr Med Chir. 2017 Oct 4;39(3):166. doi: 10.4081/pmc.2017.166. IF 0.42  
 
25: Management of Congenital Urethral Strictures In Infants. Case Series.Gobbi D, Fascetti Leon 
F, Gnech M, Midrio P, Gamba P, Castagnetti M. Urol J. 2018 Jul 28. doi: 10.22037/uj.v0i0.4045 IF 1.463  
 
26: Composite Scaffolds Based on Intestinal Extracellular Matrices and Oxidized Polyvinyl Alcohol: A 
Preliminary Study for a New Regenerative Approach in Short Bowel Syndrome.Grandi F, Stocco E, Barbon 
S, Rambaldo A, Contran M, Fascetti Leon F, Gamba P, Parnigotto PP, Macchi V, De Caro R, 
Porzionato A.Biomed Res Int. 2018 May 27;2018:7824757. doi: 10.1155/2018/7824757. eCollection 2018. IF 
2.583  
 
27: Neonatal independent predictors of severe NEC. Duci M, Fascetti-Leon F, Erculiani M, Priante E, 
Cavicchiolo ME, Verlato G, Gamba P.Pediatr Surg Int. 2018 Jun;34(6):663-669. doi: 10.1007/s00383-018-
4261-1. Epub 2018 Apr 11. IF 0.939  
 
28: Testa, S., Fuoco, C., Costantini, M., Belli, R., Fascetti Leon, F., Vitiello, L., … Gargioli, C. (2018). 
Designing a 3D printed human derived artificial myo-structure for anal sphincter defects in anorectal 
malformations and adult secondary damage. Materials Today Communications, 15, 120– 
123. doi:10.1016/j.mtcomm.2018.02.011 IF 1.859  
 
29: Tognon C,  Meneghini L,  Fascetti Leon F,  Gamba P The Different Approaches of Single Lung 
Ventilation in Infants with Pulmonary Malformation Int J Pediatr Res 2018, 4:030 Volume 4 | Issue 1 DOI: 
10.23937/2469-5769/1510030   
 
30: G. Ranucci, D. Alberti, P. Bagolan, P. Betalli, P. Calvo, M. Cananzi, M. Candusso, V. Casotti,  
M.G. Clemente, L. D’Antiga, J. De Ville, F. Di Francesco, F. Fascetti Leon, F. Ferrari, F.Fusaro, P. Gaio, P. 
Gamba, G. Indolfi, R. Iorio10, E. La Pergola11, D. Liccardo1, M. Lima, G. Maggiore, C. Mandato, L. 
Matarazzo, G. Nebbia, V. Nobili, F. Nuti, G. Paolella, F. Parolini, R. Romagnoli, M. Sciveres, D. Serranti, M. 
Spada, F. Tandoi, P. Vajro. P028 Establishing a SIGENP Italian network for the study of biliary atresia 
Digestive and Liver DiseaseVolume 50, ISSUE 4, SUPPLEMENT , e369, October 06, 2018 IF 3.037  
  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30058064
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31: Enrico La Pergola, Francesco Fascetti Leon, Franco Bassetto, Paola Midrio, Piergiorgio Gamba. VY 
anoplasty for ectropion of anal mucosa in an adult with anorectal malformation Journal of Pediatric Surgery 
Case Reports Volume 43, April 2019, Pages 44-46   
 
32: H.J.J. van der Steeg a, I.A.L.M. van Rooij, B.D. Iacobelli, C.E.J. Sloots, E. Leva, 
P. Broens, F. Fascetti Leon, I. Makedonsky, E. Schmiedeke, A. García Vázquez, P. Midrio, G. Lisi, 

E. Amerstorfer, M. Miserez, M. Fanjul, J. Ludwiczek, P. Stenström, S. Giuliani, A.F.W. van der Steeg s, I. 
de Blaauw, on behalf of the ARM-Net consortium. The impact of perioperative care on complications 
and short term outcome in ARM type rectovestibular fistula: An ARM-Net consortium 
study J Pediatr Surg 2019 Aug;54(8):1595-1600. doi: 10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2019.03.008. Epub 2019 Mar 21. IF 
2.092  
 
33: Cassina M, Fascetti Leon F, Ruol M, Chiarenza SF, Scirè G, Midrio P, Clementi M, 
Gamba P.Prevalence and survival of patients with anorectal malformations: A population-based study. 
J Pediatr Surg. 2019 Oct;54(10):1998-2003. doi: 10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2019.03.004. Epub 2019 Mar 16. IF 
2.092  
 
34: Duci M, Frigo AC, Visentin S, Verlato G, Gamba P, Fascetti-Leon 
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